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Find a Woman Engineer to Speak on NWED  

Women engineers are great role models to invite along to explain to 

students what they do, dispel some of the myths about engineering, and 

offer an opportunity for students to find out more details about the 

everyday work of engineers, and highlight the different disciplines of 

engineering. 

If you are inviting somebody in, please consider the following points: 

 Make sure you are clear about what you are asking them to talk about 

 Tell them how long they have to speak 

 Get them to send in a summary of their work so that you are sure this is relevant to your students 

 Inform the speaker of the age range and number of students, and the format of the engagement 

 Encourage them to bring in other resources where possible (e.g. exhibits) to enhance their talk and promote 

discussion 

 Help the students with ideas of questions to ask 

 Publicise the talk to students, and also parents if appropriate 

Don’t forget that it is not always necessary to stick to a formal ‘lecture’ format, but other more innovative solutions 

also work well, such as inviting an individual speaker or local engineering company to have a stand at a careers day, 

or in the foyer of a parents’ evening, at a speed careers event, or to become an individual mentor to a particular 

student. 

If you can’t find a woman to attend your event, then consider using some of the online role models at 

www.wes.org.uk/shesanengineer, http://www.wisecampaign.org.uk/women/role-models, and through the 

Professional Engineering Institutions http://www.wes.org.uk/peis.  

 WES Register of Women Engineers www.wes.org.uk/register  
WES has put together a register of women engineers who have volunteered to speak at 

local schools, which can be requested from info@wes.org.uk  

 Inspiring the Future www.inspiringthefuture.org  

Inspiring the Future is a free, easy to use service for recruiting volunteers from all 

professions, jobs and sectors to give your students first-hand career insights. 

Teachers select volunteers in their Local Authority area from a menu of job profiles then message them directly. 

English state secondary schools and FE colleges can register to get involved.Inspiring the Future is supported by 

all the main UK teaching unions and headteachers’ associations. 

 STEM Ambassadors http://www.stemnet.org.uk/ambassadors/  
STEM Ambassadors use their enthusiasm and commitment to encourage young people to 

enjoy STEM subjects. They open the doors to a world of opportunities and possibilities which come from 

pursuing STEM subjects and careers. STEM Ambassadors not only inspire young people, they also support 

teachers in the classroom by explaining current applications of STEM in industry or research. STEM Ambassadors 

contribute to their local community and at the same time boost their own professional skills, experience and 

confidence.  

 Hersay http://www.hersay.co.uk/  
The UK’s leading media resource centre for female experts. 
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